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By DOMll{lC HARI

AN unemployed
Berkshire man has
set up his own action
group in an attempt to
conserve the beauti
ful nature spots of the
Thames Valley.

And his bid to save
and improve the coun-
tryside has impressed
other c o nse rvati o n
groups so much they
have offered all the
equipment and trans-
port he needs.

Malcolm Chandler, of
Oaktree Road, Tilehurst,
has already planned seve-
ral tasks in the coming two
months to test the popular-
ity ofhis scheme.

The work \ryill be ca[ied
out on Wednesday after-
noons and Mr Chandler,
aged 2B, hopes the mid-
week sessions will attract

"The name ofthe group is
rite simple - CROW -

which stands for Conserve
Reading on l4rednesdays,
which is our basic aim."

The British Trust for Con-
servation volunteers has
agreed to provide the tools
needed for the work and
free trarsport for the alter-
nate Wednesday alter-
noohs *hich the new Eroupwill iDitiauy use for its .tasks. <-

The llrst task organised
by the former Metal Box
buyer is set to take place
this Wednesday aftemoon
when CROI4, will be tack-
ling the shrubs and under-
growth in Curtis wood,
Calcot.

Following that there will
be work done at Buckle-
bury Common, Moor Copseih Tidmarsh near Pang-
bourne and California
Country Park ir Crow-
thorne.

"When these iobs heve
been corDDleted I shall see
what the response is and
hopefully arrange other
tasks in the area, said Mr
chandler.
, "This is only a part-time
project for me because Iam
going to university in OctG
ber to do a degree in
environmental sciences,
but ifthing$ work out there
will be someone else to
take over my role."

If anyone wants more
information on CROW or
would like to help out in
the tasks. they can find out
more information on the
ltrork and transport from Mr
Chandler on Reading
421107.

"I used to belong to a
eekend codservation
oup but found most of my
me was taken up with
rher commitments, he

Malcolm'$
ml$$r0n
t0 tidy

rk to give other groups
people the chance to
p conserve the country-

since leaving my job
six months ago I have
,e idea ofsetting up a
to run during the
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Reading Evening Post - 3rd June l-986



Bracknell News - 5th June 1985



Red Rag - 6th June 1986
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Reading Chronicle - 6th June 1986

Members ot the "Consewe Reoding on Wednesdoys" group didcuss futurc plons over q jrinl otThe Dove public house. F]on the lert
ore Andrew Moody, Mclcolm Chondler, Alison Hoines, Pete Winters, Pete Yo'ung, gtevo Motrfioll cnd Sue Wil$n. , '.:

EVERY olher Wednesday, maining trees to thrive. ar l0 am or at 1.30 pm a'd did ilothes, strong bools or
whatever th€ veather, dletn- Other lasks have been cal- transpoded to th€ stde_Ehosen wellingtons, waterprooft and
bers of a newly-formed con- ried out at Buqklebury Com- for that pa.ticular Wednes-i sandv,jiches.
servalion group in,Readiflf hofi-*here heatfildnd was day's wori. The;rinibus retun; either
ale out and about doing what cleared, Moor Crpse at Tid- Anyone b€tween th€ ages of at 1.15 pm or 5.15 pm after
they can help to conse.ve the marsb and CalifoFia Country 16 and 70 is welcome ro join which membe$ usually pop
eovilonment. Park near Finchampstead. and oo special skills or bulgilg inlo the local pub for a drink

Called "Consewe Reading Members who offe! their muscles are neededl All tools and a chat.
On Wednesdays", the group services are picked up from and transport are provided, as Further details ari available
was formed just 12 weeks ago ths short-term cal lark at well as rafieshments, and all froin MalcoLn on Reading
bit has aheady carried. out six Reading rail$'ay station either alyone need take along te 4nlv7 orS14veo 424527.
tasks involving tr€e planting, t-
footpath work, coppicing,
pond work, wild llower plan-
ting and fencing.

CROW currently has nine
membe$ and nearly all of
them luin up on alternative
wednesdays to be bussed out
to a site in need of theirpare
and attention. The first task
was at Curtis Wood, Calcot -an area of very old woodland,
owded by Calcot Park Golf
Club. which has been saved
from developers by local resi-
dents. CROW members te-
moved squb and thinned trees
to let more light in to encour-

. age the ground flora and re- 
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