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CONSERVE READING ON WEDNESDAYS (CROW) ‘

Reading now has a second conservation group.
Following the success of the Berkshire
conservation volunteers (BeC)- a new midweek
group: is being formed. We have transport,
equipment and lots:of important sites to
conserve and protect.: ;
Qur first task will be at Moor Copse near
Tidmarsh on Wednesday March I2. Please phone :
Malcolm Chandler on Reading 427I07 for - ]
-details of where to meet (probably in town
centre) and for more information about '
future tasks. E &

ﬂ See you there. Chris B,
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Malcolm’s
MISSION

to tidy
punty

By DOMINIC HART

unemployed
Berkshire man has

| set up his own action

group in an attempt to

| conserve the beauti-

ful nature spots of the

: Thames Valley.

And his bid to save

8 and improve the coun-

tryside has impressed

M other conservation

groups so much they

& have offered all the
4 equipment and trans-
| port he needs.

Malcolm Chandler, of

B Oaktree Road, Tilehurst,
has already

lanned seve-
ral tasks in the coming two

d months to test the popular-

' B ity of his scheme.

Ba~vosS DU\\L!N(,‘

The work will be carried

gout on Wednesday after-
d noons and Mr Chandler,

aged 28, hopes the mid-

week sessions will attract

fthe unemployed, self-

emﬁloyed. and Eougewives
B.with time on their hands
gurm theday. —

g the day.
“I used to belong to a
weekend conservation

Eeroup but found most of m
fitime was taken up wit

other commitments, he

Bsaid.

“So since leaving my job

fabout six months ago I have
dhad the idea of setting up a
flgroup to run during the

week to give other groups

§dof people the chance to
fghelp conserve the country-
Eeside.

e
“The name of the group is

quite simple — CROW —

AN

which stands for Conserve
Reading on Wednesdays,
which is our basic aim.”

The British Trust for Con-
servation Volunteers has
agreed to provide the tools
needed for the work and
free transport for the alter-
nate Wednesday after-
noons which the new group
will initially use for its
tasks.

The first task organised
by the former Metal Box
buyer is set to take place
this Wednesday afternoon
when CROW will be tack-
ling the shrubs and under-
growth in Curtis Wood,
Calcot.

Following that there will
be work done at Buckle-
bury Common, Moor Copse
in Tidmarsh near Pang-
bourne and California

Country Park in Crow-
thorne.

“When these jobs have
been completed I shall see

what the response is and
hopefully arrange other
tasks in the area, said Mr
Chandler. ;
, “This is only a part-time
project for me because I am
Eoing to university in Octo-
er to do a degree in
environmental sciences,
but if things work out there
will be someone else to
take over my role.”

If anyone wants more
information on CROW or
would like to help out in
the tasks, they can find out
more information on the
work and transport from Mr
Chandler on Reading
427107.
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Workmg to protect

~ wildlife

BERKSHIRE Conservation
Volunteers are picking up
their spades to improve the
ccuntrymde

"The group will be fencmg a
: bndleway off the western side
of Nine Mile Ride at Fin-
champstcad to protect wﬂd-
life.

The ‘work is the result of a
management plan drawn up
with the help of Bucks, Berks
and ° Oxon Naturalists

(BBONT) for the site, which:

includes a newly created area
| of heathland and © mature
.woodland,
bndléway

Transport, from - Bracknell
station will be available at 9.45
am for anyone wanting to take

- part in the scheme. For furth-

"(Conserve -

crossed by the:

er detalls volunteers can ring
Mick Denness on Readmg

- 473160.
But BBONT is not the only
active conservationist in the

area. A new group, CROW
Reading  On
Wednesdays) will be _clearing

Rhododendrons in Callfomia,

Country Park, Wokmgham,
on July 4.

The group has been going
for  just 12 weeks, and has
carried out six tasks in the
Reading area. An average of

eight volunteers- have turned
up each time, but CROW is.

still lookmg for, more volun--
teers,
The work sults anyone be-

tween the ages of 16 .and 70
~and experience is not neces~

sary. The Jobs carned out vary
from footpath work to wild
flower planting and pond

: clearmg

CROW have tools and

‘transport, so volunteers only
.need

to bring themselves
along for the tasks, which
especially suit the unemployed
as they take place midweek.

Pick ups take place at 10 am
and 1.15 pm from Reading
Station,  depending  on
whether conservationists want .
to devote half a day or a whole

‘day to the work.

For further deails of tasks,
times and places Malcolm
Chandler can be contacted on

‘Reading "427107, or Steve

Marshall on Reading 424527,
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ICE CREAM
FOR C.R.O.W.

PRACTICAL CONSERVATION WITB C.R.O.W.

A new midweek group has been formed
to carry out practical cénservation
tasks on alternate Wednesdays, in &
around the Reading area.

The name “CROW" stands simply for

-"Conserve Reading On Wednesdays".

We have tools, transport and lots of
important sites to work on and
protect.The tasks will vary accord-
ing to the time of year, and will
include footpath work, pond work,
tree and wild flower planting, fenc-
ing copp;cxng and so on.

The group has been in existence for
10 weeks now, having successfully =
completed 5 tasks.An average of 8
volunteers have turned.-up on each
occasion, ‘but we still need more.
Anyone, between the ages of 16 and
70, is welcome and you don't need
bulging muscles or past experience
at this kind of work. .

To.cater -for those of you who can

. only. come for half a day, we shall

| be picking up. volunteers from out-

! side Reading Station at both lO0am

| and 1.30 pm(dropping them off again
at about 1.15 and 5.15pm)

‘We'd like you, of course to stay all

| day if you can!

| For more details contact:
Malcolm 427107
Steve 424527 *
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Members of the "Conserve Reading on Wednesduys group d;s‘cuss futura pians over
are Andrew Moody, Molcolm Chundler, Allspn H mes, Pete Wmters, Pete Youn

EVERY other Wednesday,
whatever the weather, mem-
bers of a newly-formed con-

servation group* *in-"Rcading‘**

are out and about doing what
they can help to conserve the
environment.

Called “Conserve Reading
On Wednesdays™”, the group
was formed just 12 weeks ago
but has already carried out six
tasks involving tree planting,
footpath work, coppicing,
pond work, wild flower plan-
ting and fencing,

CROW currently has nine
members and nearly all of
them turn up on alternative
Wednesdays to be bussed out
to a site in need of their care
and attention. The first task
was at Curtis Wood, Calcot —
an area of very old woodland,
owned by Calcot Park Golf
Club, which has been saved
from developers by local resi-
dents. CROW members re-
moved scrub and thinned trees
to let more light in to encour-

| age the ground flora and re-

mammg trees to thn
‘Other tasks have ‘been car-
_ried out at Bucklcb ) Com-.

clcared Moor Copse at Tid-
marsh and California Country
Park near Finchampstead.
Members who offer their
services are picked up from
the short-term car park at

Reading railway station either

at 10 am or at 1.30 pm and
transported to- the si
for ‘that parucukar WGd!J

~ Anyone between the ages of
16 and 70 is welcome to join
and no special skills or bulging
muscles are needed! All tools

_and transport are provided, as

well as refreshments, and all
anyone need take along are

The Dove public house. From the left
> Marshall and Sue Wilson.

- wellingtons, waterproofs and
gmdmghes

- e,

ORI A
ejel Ar (CeiTa]

;:lothcs strong boots .or

old

“The minibus returns clther’
at 1.15 pm or 5.15 pm after
which members usually pop
into the local pub for a drink |
and a chat. . i
Further details are available
from Malcolm on Reading
427107 or Steve on 424527.
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A NEW mid-week conservation
“group has been set up to carry
out ractical conservation tasks
; ternate Wednesdays, in and
around the Reading area.

The group, pictured clearing out
the rhododendrons in the Calit’ornia-
Country Park, was set up 12 weeks
and so far they have successfully
- carried out six tasks.

‘The keen comservationists have

named themselves, CROW, Conserve

Rzadmgn Wedn ;
The members be ieve that as

populatlon and leisure time increase, -

so demands for the use of more lan

continue to g(:m :
As more of the cgy_unmside is used
fnr recreation, ho industry and
iculture they fear this will lead to
des read de ion of many lo:
established ha for plants an|
an{‘mals. b. = h
'o combat th e group
organise such | g:) wn;'

pond work, treepla ﬂting, reneing an

. welcom:ei no speci

tlle" Wednesdny,
and work on:
ding. All tools
‘over 16 is
needed

'l‘laey meet every
whatever the weal
sites in and around
are provided and a

justaw lmgness‘

The group meet at Reading
gom where the minibus fakes them to
at work. Anyone who wants to
em a-hand should contact

lend
Malcolm Chandler on Reading
427107,




